
Merlin Earl Miller (Speed), age 90, passed away peacefully on Sunday, March 
31, 2019 at the Lutheran Home of the Good Shepherd in New Rockford, ND.  
 

Merlin Miller was born September 17, 1928 in Nordmore Township, Foster 
County, to August and Emma (Gussiaas). He was the first grandchild on the 
Gussiaas side of the family. He attended Nordmore School #4 until the 8th 
grade. His passion was farming and once out of school his time and dedication 
went into farming /ranching. On June 8, 1968, he was united in marriage to 
Joyce Miller (Reimers) at Grace Lutheran Church, Carrington, ND. From this 
union, he gained an instant family with Bradley and Lori and in years to follow 
adopted them to make them his own.  
 

Merlin was the President of the Nordmore Township for over twenty years. He 
also served on the Kvernes Church Board and Cemetery Board and was the 
caretaker/sexton for the cemetery. He was an active member of the ND 
Stockmen’s Association and Dakota Central Telephone Cooperative Associa-
tion Bowling League. He raised Purebred Hereford cattle and had pigs and 
chickens while Bradley and Lori were growing up. He was involved in 4-H and 
had a winning steer make it all the way to Denver, CO. He enjoyed hunting 
and fishing in his younger years and after retiring became very involved in Ag 
Shows throughout North Dakota. He was involved in the Central North Dakota 
Steam Threshers from 2000-2012. He was employed many years by the Eddy 
County Soil Conservation and worked for his cousins doing field work. He 
thoroughly enjoyed shooting gophers with the grandsons and taking them out 
to the Schoolhouse Café for lunch. You rarely found Merlin at home as he was 
out cruising in his beloved pickup.  
 

Merlin is survived by his children, Bradley (Andrea) Miller, Bismarck, ND and 
Lori (Tim) Partlow, Carrington, ND; five grandsons, Phillip Partlow, Carring-
ton, ND, Samuel (Brianne) Partlow, Carrington, ND, William (fiancée Chel-
sea) Partlow, Carrington, ND, Colin Miller, Fargo, ND, and Brady (fiancée 
Chantel) Miller, Sioux Falls, SD; two great-grandchildren, Rylee and August 
Partlow, Carrington, ND; brothers, James Miller, Bismarck, ND, Wes Miller, 
Carrington, ND; sisters, Shirley Kivley, McHenry, IL, Gladys (John) Kau-
tzman, Fargo, ND, Diane Marsh, St. Croix Falls, WI, and Joyce Miller, 
Scottsdale, AZ.  
 

He is preceded in death by his parents, August and Emma; wife, Joyce; sisters, 
Alice Campbell and Betty Shannon; brother, Wayne Miller; sisters-in-law, 
Bonnie Miller and Patti Miller; brother-in-law, Charles Marsh; and many 
aunts, uncles, and cousins.   
 

In lieu of flowers please send memorials to Kvernes Lutheran Church. 
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Close the Gate 

For this one farmer the worries are over, 
lie down and rest your head, 

Your time has been and struggles enough, 
put the tractor in the shed.  

 

Years were not easy, many downright hard, 
but your faith in God transcended, 

Put away your tools and sleep in peace. 
The fences have all been mended. 

 

You raised a fine family, worked the land well under the hot, summer sun, 
Hang up your pitchfork inside the barn; 

your work on earth is done. 
 

A faith few possess led your journey thru life, 
often a jagged and stony way, 

The sun is setting, the cattle are all bedded, 
and here now is the end of your day. 

 

Your love of God's soil has passed on to your kin, 
the stories flow like good beer, 

Wash off your boots in the puddle of rain, 
for there is nothing more to fear. 

 

You always believed that the good Lord would provide 

and He always had somehow, 
Take off your gloves and put them down, 
no more sweat and worry for you now. 

 

Your labor is done, your home now is heaven; 
no more must you wait, 

Your legacy lives on, your love of the land, 
and yes, Dad . . . we will close the gate.                                                  

 

 by Nancy Kraayenhof 

In Loving Memory of  
 

Merlin Earl Miller 
 

September 17, 1928 - Nordmore Township, ND 

March 31, 2019 - New Rockford, ND 

 
 

 

PRAYER SERVICE 

Friday, April 5, 2019 ~ 7:00PM 

Evans Funeral Home, Carrington 

 
 

 FUNERAL SERVICE 

Saturday, April 6, 2019 ~ 2:00PM 

Kvernes Lutheran Church, rural Carrington 

 
 

OFFICIATING 

Rev. Rick Loewen  
 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

Jean Miller ~ Organist 
Angela Ott ~ Soloist 

 
 

CASKET BEARERS 

Phillip Partlow 

Samuel Partlow 

William Partlow 

Colin Miller 
Brady Miller 

 
 

HONORARY BEARERS 

Rylee & August Partlow, All Family, Friends,  
and Central North Dakota Steam Threshers 

 

BURIAL  
Kvernes Lutheran Cemetery 

Rural Carrington 

 
 

Arrangements by  
Evans Funeral Home - Carrington & New Rockford, ND 

www.EvansFuneralHomeND.com 


