
Hermina McKay, age 93, of Ft. Totten, passed away on Tuesday, December 1, 2020 at the Eventide 
Devils Lake Care Center. 

Hermenia McKay was born on May 13, 1927, the daughter of Bernard Rainbow and Carrie White 
Rainbow. She was the youngest child of five; three brothers, Andrew Rainbow, Joseph Rainbow, Julius 
Rainbow and two sisters, Lillian Shaw and Dora Rainbow. Hermenia was raised in Crowhill District of the 
Spirit Lake Reservation.  

Hermenia Rainbow attended school and graduated from the Fort Totten Boarding School which was 
located in the Calvary Square. She married Bill McKay on May 21, 1948. He served in the US Navy for 
five years and was honorably discharged in 1950.  

Hermenia McKay was a hard worker, beginning work at the age of 15 years and went on to work all of 
her life on the Spirit Lake Reservation.  Upon her marriage, she worked beside her husband, Bill McKay 
to raise their children; Carl McKay, Merle McKay, Virgil McKay, and Ila McKay. Her employment began at 
the Dakota Trading Post/Fort Totten, ND at the age of 15 years. She then worked at the Bell Isle Mission 
Store in St. Michael, ND. As a store clerk, Hermenia met all the families and helped families as she was 
able to. Hermenia changed her employment in having attended the University of North Dakota under 
the Future Indian Teachers Program. She completed the program and went on to work as a 
Kindergarten Teacher Aide at the Tate Topa Elementary School/Fort Totten, ND. She loved working with 
children and lovingly shared stories of the children’s antics and learning experiences. She lovingly 
shared their most positive moments. Hermenia McKay’s career went on to become a Language 
Instructor as she completed her certification to be a language teacher. She continued her career as a 
Language Teacher under the Tate Topa Wounspe Language Program/Four Winds Elementary School 
and, upon her retirement, continued her service to the Tribe as a Language Consultant for the 
Cankedeska Cikana Community College. Hermenia McKay also served on the Spirit Lake Tribal 
Enrollment Committee and the Spirit Lake Tribal Health Board. 

Hermenia McKay lived a life of faith as a member of the St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Fort Totten, ND. 
She and her husband supported the St. Thomas Episcopal Church in continually working to sustain the 
church and providing church activities to include recruiting pastors, ministers, lay readers to provide 
church leadership. Her husband, William Francis McKay and Hermenia McKay attended meetings of the 
Dakota Leadership Program/Episcopal Diocese of South Dakota which provided training for Indian 
Ministers. Together, they supported the Ordination of Daniel Makes Good, St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church. 

Hermenia McKay had many grandchildren and great grandchildren. We apologize for having forgotten 
any names. Her son Carl McKay is the father of Ann Black (Devils Lake, ND), Lori McKay (Fort Totten, 
ND), Carl McKay Jr. (New Rockford, ND), Marnie (Joseph) Lawrence (New Rockford, ND), Dixie (Mitch) 
Omen (St. Michael, ND), Jennifer (Wayne) Black (St. Michael, ND), and Jason Greene (St. Michael, ND).  
Her son Virgil McKay is the father of Larissa McKay (Devils Lake, ND), Dakota McKay (St. Michael, ND), 
Charris Thomas (Fort Totten, ND), Lynea (Brian) Crissler (Belcourt, ND), Virgil William (Vwoomie) McKay 
(Deceased) and Blaine McKay. Her son Merle McKay is the step-father of Kristi (Johnnie) Gaking, Bill 
Walking Eagle (WA) and Mandi. Her daughter Ila McKay is the mother of Douglas Zachery Lohnes 
(Hettinger, ND), William Joseph Lohnes (Devils Lake) and Ione Skye Lohnes (Fort Totten, ND). Her Great 
Granchildren (Brian and Lynea Crissler) are Briley Crissler, Kenley Crissler, Kyler Crissler, Larin Crissler, 
and Breah Crissler (all of Belcourt, ND). Nieces and Nephews; Ardis Shaw, Vincent Shaw, Andrew Shaw 
(all of Fort Totten, ND). 

She was preceded in death by Bill McKay (husband), Carl McKay, Merle McKay, and Virgil McKay (sons), 
Bernard and Carrie (White) Rainbow (parents), Andrew Rainbow, Joseph Rainbow, Julius Rainbow 
(brothers), Lillian Shaw, Dora Rainbow (sisters) and Virgil William (Vwommie) McKay, Kitana Wolfe 
Lohnes (grandchildren).  

She is survived by Ila McKay, daughter, Ardis Shaw, niece, Vincent Shaw, nephew, and Andrew Shaw, 
nephew (all of Fort Totten, ND), and her many grandchildren and great grandchildren.   

 

In Loving Memory of 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Hermenia McKay 
Tate Yuhomni Win (Turns Wind Lady) 

May 13, 1927 – December 1, 2020 



 

“Together Again” is a poem about her and husband, William McKay  
Together Again  

No more loneliness  
Together Again 

No more loneliness  
No more sadness  
Together Again  
Together Again  

 Will be in Heaven…Together  
                                     ~ Hermenia McKay 

 

This is her message to her children, family and friends 

Micin ca na 

Mita kuye na 

Mita koda 

Na ma han pi 
Cante sic ape na 

Ciyapi sni 
Wana makoce Waste kin ed Tki ya ma 

Wani Kte 

Iyokpi ya onpi 
Heca kin mis iya iyokpi ya 

Makoce Waste kin 

Ama wani kte 

Toka ta makoce waste kin ed Waon 

Ki ciya ka pi ni 
 

My children 

My relatives 

My friends 

Hear ye 

Do not be sad and cry 

It is time for me to walk to the great hereafter 
Be happy and I will be happy too 

To walk to the great land 

May we all meet again 

In the Great Holy Land                  
                                      ~ Hermenia McKay 

 

 
 

 

Celebrating The Life Of 
 

Hermenia McKay 
“Tate Yuhomni Win”  (Turns Wind Lady)  

May 13, 1927 – Fort Totten, ND 

December 1, 2020 – Devils Lake, ND 

 

This poem attests to her faith  
Will the Circle be unbroken  

By and By Lord  
By and By  

There’s a better home awaiting… 

In the sky  
Lord, in the sky 

When the hearse came a rollin’ 
For to carry my mother away  
I will follow close behind her  

There’s a better home awaiting… 

In the sky  
Lord in the sky 

                                           ~ Hermenia McKay 
 

WAKE & PRAYER SERVICE 

Tuesday, December 8, 2020 ~ Wake 5:00PM, Prayer Service 7:00PM 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Ft. Totten, ND 
 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

Wednesday, December 9, 2020 ~ 10:00AM  
St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Ft. Totten, ND 

 

OFFICIATING 

Rev. Larry Theile 
 

MUSIC 

All Drum Groups are welcomed  
 

PALLBEARERS 

Whalen Bud Shaw ~ Gandi Shaw ~ William Lohnes ~ Louis Shaw  
Raymond Buckles III ~ Marshall Blacklance ~ Jerri Jensen 

 

HONORARY PALLBEARERS 

Cody Shaw ~ Raymond Shaw ~ Jeannie Fournier, Eventide Home  
Yvonne Longie ~ All her Grandchildren/Great Grandchildren  

 

BURIAL 

Raven Hill Presbyterian Cemetery, rural Ft. Totten, ND 
 

Arrangements by 

Evans Funeral Home – Carrington & New Rockford, ND 

www.EvansFuneralHomeND.com 


