William “Bill” Starke passed away May 19, 2022 at the Lutheran Home of the Good
Shepherd, New Rockford ND. Joyce, his wife, their two children Debbie and Clint and
several of his grandchildren were with him during his last hours.

William Horton Starke was born August 21st, 1927 to Horton and Alpha Starke. They
lived on the Klocke farmstead until 1933 when the family, now including Bill's sister
Carol, moved to the current Starke farmstead in Superior Township.

Bill attended grade school at the Superior Township‘country school. He and Carol would
travel to school in a horse and buggy driven by Horton. In the winter months, Bill and
Carol would stay warm wrapped in heavy blankets, resting their feet on heated rocks. Bill
continued his education at the New Rockford High School, graduating in 1945. At the
time of his death, Bill was one of two surviving members of the class of '45, the last being
Gerta Bachman, also a resident of L.H.G.S. Bill continued his education for 3 months at
N.D. State Agriculture School in Fargo. When his father Horton was severely injured in an
accident, Bill returned to New Rockford and the family farm.

In 1947 a young lady named Joyce Neuharth moved with her family from Portland, ND.
Upon her arrival in the New Rockford area, Joyce enrolled in the high school for her
junior year. It was at a school dance that Joyce caught the eye of young Bill and the rest
is history. Bill and Joyce were wed September 3rd, 1950. At the time of his passing, Bill
and Joyce had been married for 71 years, 8 months and 16 days.

Bill and Joyce made their home on the family farm in the house that Bill and Horton built,
and over the years, Bill added on to several times. It was from this base that Bill started a
life of farming and public service. Among his many public positions he held are
Community Credit Union Board; Eddy County Soil Conservation Board and State Soil
Conservation President; Township Supervisor; long time member and volunteer First
Congregational Church; member of the New Rockford Lions Club (Melvin Jones award
winner, 2004) member New Rockford Eagles 2923 and most notably a member of the
N.D. House of Representatives, District 12, 1984-1992. In the House, Bill worked with
governors and other members of the House and Senate passing legislation on behalf of
N.D. citizens.

Bill also enjoyed upland game bird and duck hunting, deer hunting and the occasional
Canadian fishing trip. Bill and his best dog Pepper made quite a team during their many
and memorable South Dakota pheasant hunting trips with Bill's hunting friends. Bill also
enjoyed the fall whitetail season, being well remembered for the time he dropped a buck
in the middle of the road, loaded it in his pickup and hauled it home.

From an early age, Bill developed a strong interest in woodworking and over the years
added to his skillset and tool collection. In his retirement, this passion only grew. His
beautiful creations have graced the homes of family, friends and buildings throughout
the area. He was most noted for his nativity scenes, known as 'creches, and his couch
tables. Countless numbers of both reside in homes across the country.

Bill is survived by his wife Joyce, daughter Debbie (Dave) McCullum, son Clinton, 8
grandchildren, 3 great-grandchildren and several nieces, nephews and cousins. He was
preceded in death by his parents and daughter-in-law Brenda J. Starke.
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The Dash Between

I read of a man who stood to speak
.At the funeral of a friend.
He referred to the dates on his tombstone
From the beginning...to the end.

He noted that first came his date of birth
And spoke the following date with tears,
But he said what mattered most of all

For that dash represents all the time
That he spent alive on earth...
And now only those who loved him
Know what that little line is worth.

For it matters not, how much we own;
The cars...the house...the cash,
What matters is how we live and love
And how we spend our dash.

So think about this long and hard...
Are there things you’d like to change?
For you never know how much time is left,
That can still be rearranged.

If we could just slow down enough
To consider what’s true and real,
And always try to understand
How other people feel.

And be less quick to anger,
And show appreciation more
And love the people in our lives
Like we’ve never loved before.

If we treat each other with respect,
And more often wear a smile...
Remembering that this special dash
Might only last a little while.

So when your eulogy’s been read
With your life’s actions to rehash...
Would you be proud of the things they say
About how you spent your dash??

" 'Was the dash between those years. (1900 -1970)

Celebrating The Life Of

William “Bill” Starke

August 21, 1927 — New Rockford, ND
May 19, 2022 — New Rockford, ND

VISITATION
Saturday, June 4, 2022
1:00PM - 2:00PM
First Lutheran Church, New Rockford, ND

CELEBRATION OF LIFE
Saturday, June 4, 2022
' 2:00PM
First Lutheran Church, New Rockford, ND

OFFICIATING
Pastor Mindy Meier

SPECIAL MUSIC
Recorded Music
Some Where My Love
Congregational Hymns
Doreen Taylor ~ Organist
He Touched Me ~ Because He Lives
Granddaughter’s Quartet
Joann Leichtman ~ Pianist
Megan ~ Alyssa ~ Hillary ~ Audra
His Eye Is On The Sparrow

HONORARY PALLBEARERS
All of Bill’s Family and Close Friends

BURIAL
Prairie Home Cemetery, New Rockford, ND, at a later date

Arrangements by i
Evans Funeral Home — Carrington & New Rockford: ND
www.EvansFuneralHomeND.com




