
Neil Harden Buck Sr., 74, of New Rockford, ND, passed away on Sunday, January 15, 2023 at Ave 
Maria, Jamestown, ND.  

Neil was born in Valley City, ND to Leroy and Ruth Buck on February 21, 1948 and was the eldest of 
two children. Neil grew up on the family farm near Leal, ND. Neil moved with his family to Kiowa, 
Kansas for a few years of grade school until returning to continue grade school and high school at 
North Central in Rogers, ND. While there he lettered in wrestling, football, choir and band, playing 
the trumpet. Neil didn’t know how to read sheet music, but he could listen to the others play and 
be able to play by sound.  Many told him he could be a professional musician. His father was a 
farmer and also the custodian and bus driver at North Central School. His mother was a teacher 
there also, so he had to make sure he was on his best behavior. Neil was well known for his humor 
and jokes and he would go out of his way to help anyone who asked.  He graduated from North 
Central in 1967. After High School, he attended North Dakota State College of Science for auto 
mechanics. 

Neil enlisted in the Army National Guard in 1969, serving his time at Fort Ord in California receiving 
an Honorable Discharge. When he returned home, he started his career driving semi-truck and 
farming. He milked cows on the family farm and later operated a cattle ranch for a few years. In 
1975, Neil married Diane Sailer and together they had 2 sons, Neil Jr. in 1985 and Michael in April, 
1987. In 1986, he started his own trucking company, Neil Buck Trucking, based out of Buffalo, ND. 
Neil continued to drive truck until his retirement in 1993. After retiring Neil moved to Fargo, ND, 
where he lived until 2013, when he moved to New Rockford, ND to be closer to his family. 

Neil loved his family and would do anything for them. In 2013, he welcomed a new addition to the 
family, Karen Leonhardt, who would become his daughter-in-law in 2019. Also, in 2013 he would 
become a grandfather to Jaxson and again to Christopher in 2015. They kept him busy and always 
laughing. Neil loved playing games with his grandkids, watching them play outside, and spending 
time with his family. Neil enjoyed the outdoors, especially hunting and fishing, and rarely missed a 
deer hunting season. In the summer you could usually find him by the water, catching fish; he 
loved catching Crappie and Northern Pike. He taught his sons to fish and he also enjoyed helping 
his grandsons learn to fish. He was there when Jaxson and Chris caught their first one. He also 
loved to go camping and went as often as he could.  

In March of 2022, Neil was diagnosed with stage 4 lung cancer. Neil started treatment shortly after 
and was determined not to let it stop him from enjoying summer. He was able to make all the 
nurses laugh and tried to keep a positive attitude. He fought hard and insisted on making 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, even after being told he wouldn’t. He was stubborn, strong, and 
determined and spent both with his family and it was the best time he’d had in months. Anyone 
that knew him, knew better than to tell him he couldn’t do something. Neil will be missed terribly 
by his family and also by everyone that knew him. 

Neil was preceded in death by his parents, Leroy and Ruth. Neil is survived by his son, Neil Buck Jr. 
of Bismarck, ND and Michael (Karen) Buck of New Rockford; two grandchildren, Jaxson and 
Christopher Buck of New Rockford; one brother, Gary (Kathy) Buck of Crooks, South Dakota; two 
nieces, Michelle (Bill) Hedgren of Sauk Rapids, Minnesota and Gidget (Jeff) McAreavey of Crooks, 
South Dakota; great-nephews and nieces and many cousins. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Neil Buck Sr. 
________ 

 

February 21, 1948 – january 15, 2023 

Celebrating 
the life of  



 

                    I’m Free 

Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free, 
I’m following the path God laid for me. 
I took His hand when I heard Him call; 

I turned my back and left it all. 
 

I could not stay another day 

To laugh, to love, to work or play. 
Tasks left undone must stay that way. 
I found that peace at the close of day. 

 

If my parting has left a void, 
Then fill it with remembered joy. 

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss, 
Oh yes, these things I too will miss. 

 

Be not burdened with times of sorrow, 
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow. 

My life’s been full, I savored much, 
Good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch. 

 

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief, 
Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief. 

Lift up your heart and share with me, 
God wanted me now, he set me free. 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating The Life Of 
 

Neil Buck Sr. 

February 21, 1948 – Valley City, ND 

January 15, 2023 – Jamestown, ND 

 

VISITATION & PRAYER SERVICE 

Friday, January 20, 2023  
Visitation 5:00PM - 7:00PM 

Prayer Service 7:00PM 

Evans Funeral Home, New Rockford, ND 

 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

Saturday, January 21, 2023 ~ 11:00AM 

Epworth United Methodist Church, Valley City, ND 

 

OFFICIATING 

Deacon Ken Votava & Pastor Duane Coates  
 

MUSIC 

Jealous Of The Angels by Donna Taggart  
Heaven Was Needing A Hero by Jo Dee Messina  

Angels Among Us by Alabama   
 

PALLBEARERS 

Keith Shape ~ Bill Hedgren ~ Lance Giese  
Donovan Zuck ~ Brad Overby ~ Preston Symonds 

 

HONORARY PALLBEARERS 

All of Neil’s Family and Close Friends    
 

MILITARY HONORS 

North Dakota Army National Guard Funeral Honors Team 

 

BURIAL 

Memory Gardens Cemetery, Valley City, ND in the spring 

 

Arrangements by 

Evans Funeral Home – Carrington & New Rockford, ND 

www.EvansFuneralHomeND.com 


