Shirley Jean Packard passed away peacefully, at Golden Acres Manor in Carrington,
ND on May 22, 2025 at the age of 87.

Shirley was born in New Rockford, ND April 16, 1938, the second child to Alvin and
Ida Womacks. She had two brothers and two sisters. In her teens, to help support her
family, she withdrew from school to work. She returned to New Rockford High
School and graduated in 1958. One of her most prized accomplishments.

In July of 1958, Shirley wed Robert (Bob) Packard. They lived in New Rockford and
had six children. She was very proud of her “6 Cs”. There were many family camping
vacations that provided endless stories and memories involving various blunders and
good times. She loved to retell the time her brother Maynard was included on one of
the trips.

Shirley was very involved in the community and contributed wherever she could. She
was Classroom Mother for several of her children’s elementary school classes. She
was active in her children’s 4H club, the Green Berets. She was a very active member
of The Emmanuel Lutheran Church and The American Legion Auxiliary in New
Rockford. Some of her favorite pastimes were reading and playing Bingo. There is
art and science to playing Bingo and she took it very seriously. She was also a savage
pinochle player.

Shirley was one of the most hard working women you will ever find. She worked
numerous jobs and side gigs in the area to help make ends meet. A few of her most
memorable jobs were the Soil Conservation planting trees and substitute rural mail
carrier; she could tell you whose farm was whose for endless miles. Other jobs were
at Thompson Apiaries (Orrin & Elaine Thompson) and Hanson’s Bar (Robert &
Marjorie Lies) with whom she was life long friends. Working at the various
restaurants in town, along with tending the grounds at Steam Threshers for many
years, allowed her to catch up and visit with friends near and far. If you knew Shirley
you know how much she liked to talk!

In 1995 Shirley embarked on her most profound and independent venture of her life.
She joined the MSC (Military Sealift Command). She sailed the world while working
on various Navy ships doing cleaning and cooking. She had never in her life imagined
that she would see the places this adventure took her to. Many of her co-workers
became dear friends and she got to know many locals at the ports the ships frequented.
She acquired quite the collection of souvenirs and enjoyed sending gifts back home
to family and friends from her travels.

She retired from MSC in 2005 and returned to New Rockford. Upon return, she spent
a couple years fully renovating the house she purchased, inside and out. She lived
independently in this house (with assistance from her son Calvin) almost right up till
her passing. She was very proud of her home, and enjoyed having a place where her
family could stay when they were in town.

Shirley is survived by her six children, Cheryl (Dave) Gabbert of Blaine, MN; Cindy
Toben of Blaine, MN; Craig (Tammy Applin) Packard of Anoka, MN; Calvin
Packard of New Rockford, ND; Connie Van Den Einde of Brooklyn Center, MN and
Christi (Jeff) Schuda of Mounds View, MN; Her Grandchildren, Brandon (Amanda
Nusbaum) Gabbert, Taylor (Chelsea) Toben, Zachary (Katie) Toben, Bailey Applin
Wyttenback, Evan Van Den Einde, Nolan (Shayla) VVan Den Einde, Cooper Schuda
and Parker Schuda. And her Great-GrandDaughter Kinley Toben; Her brother Bill
(Danielle) Womacks and sister Vida (Jerome) Klocke; and many nieces and nephews.

She is preceded in death by her parents; her husband Bob; her brother Maynard
Womacks and her sister Mary Ann Harrison.

My Friend
I was thinking of a most wonderful
person in the world; and I thought of you!
Beloved, if God so loved us,
we also ought to love one another. 1 John 4:11
Rest in peace dear friend,
A beautiful sleep, well earned.
A jack of all trades, a master of many.

You could of written a book about your many job
adventures, you handled them all to keep life above
water for your family. A loving mother of six.
Even a sailor for several years. So many tales to be told!
Shirley was a great lady. Hard set in her ways.

Get to know her, you’ll find a lovely lady with a soft
spot in her heart. She loved her family, looked forward
to holidays, never forgot birthdays. She loved her
church and Savior. Both were important to her.

So my dear friend, I love you, | will miss you
and 1’11 see you someday.

Your friend indeed, Charlotte Koepplin

.

In ory

Celebrating A Life Well Lived

Shirley Jean Packard

April 16, 1938 — New Rockford, ND
May 22, 2025 — Carrington, ND

FUNERAL SERVICE
Saturday, June 7, 2025
1:00PM
New Rockford Eagles Club, New Rockford, ND

OFFICIATING
Pastor Eckstein

MUSIC
What a Day That Will Be by Drew Parker
The Old Rugged Cross by Alan Jackson
Keep Me in Your Heart by Warren Zevon

PALLBEARERS
Kevin Johnson ~ Robbie Lies ~ Dennis Koenig
Mike Nicolai ~ Tim Hartl ~ Tom Hartl

HONORARY BEARERS
Taylor Toben ~ Brandon Gabbert ~ Zachary Toben
Evan Van Den Einde ~ Nolan Van Den Einde
Cooper Schuda ~ Parker Schuda
Bailey Applin Wyttenback

BURIAL
Prairie Home Cemetery, New Rockford, ND

Arrangements by
Evans Funeral Home — Carrington & New Rockford, ND
www.EvansFuneralHomeND.com




